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Cliapter 5 

All ny life 1 have heard of the lost seng patch 
in the mountains sonerhere hetween the headwaters of Green¬ 
brier Biver and Shavers ^'ork Cheat. One of the stories 
was that Union soldiers on a scouting tour in the mountains 
came upon an acre or two of seng stalks, growing thick as 
weeds. There was no time to stop end dig, end those who 
survived the wax never could go back and find the place. 

At least, that is what they said. 

One of these soldiers, who fought under General 


Averill, was an uncle of Sol Viorkman (S. S. V.orkman)of 


A 


»rlinton. T he j oung soldier narked.the place as being on 
blazed line"OT an ancient lend survey. Ke told his 
nephews, Jin and"^ol Vtorkman about it, and how they could 
find it if they would follow the old land line. At a guess 
this might have been a line of the old Phillip Survey, made 
away back just after the ..■iinerioan Revolution. One of the 
lines of one of these old land surveys in that part of the 
country is nearly twenty miles long on one bearing. 

Anyway about thirty years ago before the big timber 
was cut, Sol and Jim Jorknan took back packs of provisions 
and set out to find the lost seng patch. Out from Durbin 
they found the old line of marked trees, and for the better 
part of a week they followed the line, senging as they went 
and sleeping where night came upon them. 

finally they cane to the place, on the rooky side 

Hoberv V*.-- 
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of a ridge, but xhe late Thomas ICellison of Little Baok 
Creek had beaten them to It by a matter of a fe\. days. 

Seng stalks were lying around in piles and bundles. He had 
made a rich haul. There was plenty of sign too that the 
patch had been dug years before. 

Though the boys missed the big prize, the trip was 
well worth while as they dug nearly two hundred dollars 
worth of seng, as they traveled in ferreting out the big 
patch. 

On the trip the boys found that the old line went 
through such a bi^ patch of laurel, they were the better 
part of two days jfforking their way through it, camping in 
the, middle of it‘One night. 

Although the big timber v/as cut years ago, Sol be¬ 
lieves he has the place so well marked in his mind that he 
can make his way to it again. 

Pocahontas Times for June 193? 
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jhaptar 5 - Section 2 

la-. James iVorkraan of the Little Levels Jistrict gave me 
the following information; 

Along about 1830 or 1840, a. J. TTorkman, the father of 
Sol and Jim Workman, bought a farm of 175 -ores on Rock Run. 

He was one of the greatest sengers in the county. I have been 
told by many people that he could see a stalk of ginseng as far 
as the eye could carry. lie paid for this farm by selling gin¬ 
seng at seventy-five cents per pound. ilr. 'iiorknnn told me that 
in those days ginseng was about the only thing that a farmer 
could get any money from. Of course, the furs of the mink 
and coons could be sold oxJtraded for salt, sugar or coffee. 

Ij!. uorktoan'mould go to.-Williams River and stay for weeks at a 
time. He“|vould take withTiim only bacon, corn meal and coffee, 
oometines he would not even carry a gun. Once, Miile out there 

he beard a panther kill a deer at night. ^3 he had no gun, be 

waited until morning and then went to look for what remained of 
the deer. He said there was about half of the deer remaining 
®nd he dressed this and brought it back to use. 

Mr. Workman remembers hearing hla father talk about tred- 
Ing with John Harness at Huntersville. He would take his pelta 
Denison and ginseng and would bring borne salt, powder, coffee, 
lead or whatever he could get that he needed. 

Besides ginseng, there were other herbs which were sold, 
®^oh as golden seal and seneca snake root. 

liilr. iVorkman remembers the first white sugar he ever saw. 
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He said that they, as children, thought It the finest candy they 
had e^er eaten. 

The livestock was |iept in pens near the house to keep it 
safe from the wild animals. But even this failed at times. 

Bears often came at night and took the pigs out of the pens. 

In those days they did not worry so much about raising enough 
corn for their stock. They would Just turn them out and fatten 
them on dogwood and birch. 

They had regular days for trading, usually near the last 
of the week. They traded horses, live stock, furs end anything 
they had for the things they needed. 

Sometime between-^:6d5>89 a coal mine was opened at Briery 
Knob. The’coal was hauled to Laurel Bun to fire a locomotive 
used for a log train by the St. Lawrence Boom and Manufacturing 
Company, This locomotive had been hauled in here on wagons a 
piece at a time and then put together here. The locomotive was 

called "Pocahontas". There were 45,000,000 ft. of white pine 
taken out of that one hollow. 

From West Virginia Geological Survey - 1929- Pocahontas Co. 

In Pocahontas County coals are found in the Pooono and Mauch 
Chunk Series of the Mississippi end the Kanawha and New River 
Croups of the Pottsville Series, butifttoisibnlytin the latter two 
groups that coals of oomraeroial value and minable thickness are 

found, the Pocahontes Group and the Pottsville Series that oon- 
ialna the famous Pocahontas coals of southern "est Virginia being 
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'”^r«cupis- p—" 

, ,„ of Llttla Levels, Mray. and Oieenbank olatrlo a. 

' " Of the five Pottevllle coals ahloh occur in this coun y 

. fhree ahich appear to have a definite .inahla xhichneaa 
tfcere are tore „.„=>,le in descend- 

aooe localities. The three heda regarded as mine 

a.r are the Ollbert, Kughea Ferry, and oe.all coals. 

° Because of their distance fro. permanent railroads and coal 
oerhsts, and their general inaccesihility. their development .1 
uudouhtsdly he in the someshat distant future, hut should never¬ 
theless he considered as one of the county's valuahle potent! 

resources* 

Thefs are no c ooitercl al mines in Pocahontas County._ 

In4he Vicinity of..Hillsboro, there are deposits of marble 
varying In’color from red 4 maroon to a pinhlsh tinge and from that 
to venous shades of gray. This marble phase varies from 25 
to 40 feet in thickness snd will produce stone suitable for or¬ 
namental purposes. at the time of the building of the new State 
Capitol, this marble was offered but refused, perhaps on aocount 
Of Its iDacoesibility. 
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Chapter 5 - Section 1 

The old log house on the farm of Mr. A. J. VVorlonan had 
floors made of inch boards. A man named William Iwiller had 
hewed the boards by hand out of poplar. To clean these floors, 
they would put s^nd on them about an inch thick. This would be 
left on four or five days and when the floors were scrubbed, they 
would be white and clean. The pioneer homes were kept scrupously 
clean. 

There were no regular hours for work. Both the men and 
the women worked from daylight to dark. The food was coarse 
but they had plenty of it. Such a thing as a balanced meal 

t. 

had never been heard of . The y had plenty of all kinds of wild 

meat and fish. Corn meal w^ used mostly for bread, but once 

in a great while they would‘have wheat breed. This was quite a 
treat. 


The laundry was done at the creek when it wa 


They used Mg tattles for heating the eater. Iron coohlng uten- 

Mls eere used almost altogether heoausa the food was cooked over 
a fireplace or in the coals. 

In those days there ees not so much etrees laid on bathing 
bey east to the creak to aelm and Incidentally oathe. 


